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02/03/2016 

Condors Newsletter 
Including: General Meeting Minutes, 

Show and Tell and Items of Interest 
 

 
 

President Robert Wagner 805-491-2222 robert_wagner@roadrunner.com 

Vice President Anthony Abey 818-257-3140 anthony76@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Randy Bronson 805-732-0625 RandyFishman@verizon.net 

Secretary Mike Milbrett, 805-402-2843 mikonovich@gmail.com 

Safety Officer Mel Tufto 805-341-9801 mtufto@verizon.net 

Operations Robert Vizzo 805-890-9087 robertvizzo@hotmail.com 

Membership Alan Hoff 805-388-5898 amhoff93010@verizon.net 
    
 

Flash! 
Next Meeting: 
  Camarillo Senior Center 
  Wed, 03/02/2016 7:00 PM 
 
  Speaker: Rep from 
Bioenno Power (batteries) 
 
..Show and Tell 
 
Future Events: 
Mar 27 - Mini IMAC 
 

 

Index: 

• Meeting Minutes (this page) 

• Valentine's day massacre (page 4) 

• 1991/1992 Marathon (page 6) 

• For Sale (page 9) 

Introduction: 

Welcome to the Condors Newsletter.  Readers are 
invited to send articles, photos for inclusion in the 
next issue.  Send them to 
amhoff93010@verizon.net  

Al Hoff, Editor  

Meeting Minutes,02/03/2016: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM with 26 
members in attendance. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ken Milbrett. 

Ken Milbrett made the motion to accept the minutes 
from the last general meeting. Don Barrett seconded 
and the motion was passed. 

We had a returning member and a new member in 
attendance. Brian Fawcett and Carson Werner, 
Welcome! 

1. AMA/FAA regs. 

a. If anyone needs assistance in getting 
your FAA number, Robert Wagner 
has volunteered to assist, please ask. 

b. There are concerns that the FAA 
could shut down the airfield if there 

is an incident with unregistered 
pilots. 

c. There is a possibility, but it could 
also be an individual federal crime. 

d. AMA is encouraging all members to 
comply. 

e. There are some clubs that are not 
letting members fly without FAA 
registration. 

2. The Membership cutoff was the time of the 
meeting.  

a. All renewals will now be increased 
by $10. 

b. We have 77 paid renewals. The goal 
for the year is 90. 

3. Table refurbishment -  

a. The BOD rebuilt 2 tables at the cost 
of $110-$115 per table. 

b. We used Trex engineered decking 
materials in Sandy Birch. These 
materials should last 50+ years. 

c. There are an additional 7 metal table 
frames to build. 

d. Get out and take a look at them. 

e. There is a gap between 2 boards at 
one end to use as wheel chocks. 

f. The schedule to build the other 7 
took place on 2/14/16. 

4. There is a rule in the By-Laws for a Leave 
of Absence. This option was exercised by a 
member for this year. 



2 

5. The board will be reviewing the By-Laws 
over the next month and will possibly 
present them, updated, at the March 
meeting. This will be approximately 9-12 
hours of review by the BOD. 

6. We will have a guest speaker at the March 
meeting from BioEnno Power, an ISO9000 
battery manufacturer based in Santa Ana. 
The BOD will look into inviting the 
members of other local clubs to enjoy the 
presentation.   
 
They will also be bringing batteries for 

purchase. 

  

7. The BOD will be adding PayPal to the 
website as an option to pay for use as 
membership renewal for 2017. The Flying 
Circus’s new site is already PayPal enabled. 
Their website was $715 to have built and is 
easy to update. There is also simple 
implementation for forums for members and 
guests. 

8. Safety 

a. Gas and glow engines should be 
started and run up only on the taxi 
ways, 

b. tuning should be done only at the 
ends of the pits. 

c. We had a crash that the observer 
missed, please keep aware of what is 
going on when you are on duty. 

d. Also remember to bring a fire 
extinguisher when retrieving a 
downed plane. 

e. The prez says “Good work on pre-
flight checks, the number of crashes 
are down!” 

f. Foot and horse traffic has been high, 
do not fly over anyone moving 
through the flying zone! 

g. Do not fly toward the pits! 

9. The work for restoring our Tax Exempt 
status has been deferred until after tax 
season. 

10. The BOD will start working with CSUCI for 
a new contract at the end of Feb. 

a. Tony Martino is working with a 
vocational technology development 
group that also has some university 
advisors. 

11. Show and Tell: 

a. Chris Spangenberg brought in his 
Top Flight FW-190, 50cc sized warbird. 
He’s been working, on and off, for about 
2 years to get it stripped and re-covered. 
He used 3/4oz. fiberglass and Z-Poxy 
then painted using Testors Model Master 
paints for the Romanian brief lived color 
scheme.  Klasskote sealer went over the 
paint for protection. Aqua Primer water 
based automotive paint was used as the 
base. It will have a DLE-55RA for 
power. He hid the control horns. The 
plane will end up about 2lbs heavier than 
if he had left it box stock. The Romanian 
roundels were made using simple 
stencils and light heat to help them 
release from the painted surfaces. 
Weathering powders were used to dirty 
it up. 

b. Ken Milbrett shared his trials and 
tribulations when switching over from 
JR to Futaba with the JR retract servos. 
The servos worked fine on his older JR 
system, but the newer Futaba radio 
found them non-functional. In speaking 
with fellow modelers at the field, Brian 
Hudson recommended trying a 
buffer/amplifier to see if it would help. 
Ken spoke with vendors at the AMA 
Expo which were unable to help. It turns 
out the problem is with the lower signal 
voltages put out with the newer system. 
Ken found a company online that 
manufactures the amplifier that is 
recommended by Futaba. He found that 
a “Y” extension meant for the E-Flite 
servoless retracts has the amplifier built 
in that now allows his Futaba system to 
correctly control the servos. 

 Thank you both for sharing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08PM. 
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Two pictures of Chris with his Focke Wulf 190   
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Valentine's day massacre (or how I learned to love the table). 

Twelve members showed up to do a table builds on February 14th.  It was hard to get up and get moving at 
8:00, but Ron Scott, Dave Gregware, Jack Lapraik, Chris Brashears, William Brashears, Richard Hodgson, Mel 
Tufto, Anthony Abey, George Ford, Robert Vizzo, Art Gunderson and Al Hoff were up for it.  In addition to the 
table build, members helped tumble weeds on their journey, and untangled tables from last weekends blow.  
Thank you to all who showed up.  There was pizza later in the morning. 

 

It took 5 shots to get the dust coming out of the saw.  Mel and Dave making little ones out of big ones. 
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New heavy duty table top.  Anthony and Art laying out the top. 
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1991 and 1992 Marathon 

I recently had the occasion to exchange emails with 
Hugh O'Connell and noted that in our database was 
a note that he participated in the Marathon of Flight 
in 1991 and 1992.  This was before my time, so I 
asked for more information.  Hugh sent pictures and 
an article for inclusion in this month's newsletter.  
The article is too large for inclusion, but the short 
summary was to see which team could fly the 
farthest on a gallon of fuel.   

If you are still curious to see the article, send me an 
email and I will send a copy of the article.  The 
pictures follow show the Condor team for those 
years.  Thanks to Hugh O'Connell, Rich Tejeda and 
Jack Lapraik for additional information. 
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Left to Right - Jack Lapraik, Hugh O'Connell, Dave Lillie and Dick McGan 

 

 

Left to Right - Jack Lapraik, Hugh O'Connell.  1992 crashed after 2.4 miles 
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Left to right top row - Dick McGan, Jerry Webb, John Strobel, Bill Spalthoff and Hugh O'Connell 

Left to right bottom row Jack Lapraik and Rich Tejeda  
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Five items for sale by James DeBay:  

If interested, contact him 805-388-5587.  He is 

located in Camarillo Springs. 

 

 

01 Beaver, 68 inch, electric 

 

02 Charger, foamie 

 

03 NexStar, trainer (with stabilization) 

 

04 Motor Glider 

 

05 Right Flyer, 60 size 

 

 

 

If you have interesting pictures, send them 
to Al Hoff, amhoff93101@verizon.net   We 
will publish them as space permits. 

 


