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Club Meeting 
August 6, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
Camarillo Parks and Recreation 

Senior Center 
1605 E. Burnley St. 

Camarillo, Ca. 93010 
(805)482-4881 

 
 

Condors Minutes for the Regular Meeting June 5th 2014 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm.  The pledge of allegiance was led by John. 
 

Two members of the Circus were visiting as guests 
 

A presentation by two members of the Army Airforce.   They were both pilots, qualified in 
military fighters.  The unmanned vehicles they showed during their video presentation 

ranged from catapult launched vehicles  to full sized bell helicopters.  The program is still 
in development and any deployment awaits the FAA rules for unmanned vehicles.  There is 

a restricted airspace around both China Lake and the coastal waters from Point Mugu, 
around the point and past Vandenburg up the coast and they use those spaces to fly the 

prototypes.  The smallest craft, the RQ21A,  has a maximum altitude of 19.5K, maximum 
speed of  55 knots, and the airtime of 24hrs.  A larger plane has a 10hr flight time. 

Instrumentation on the larger one includes a laser altimeter.  Currently they are flying the 
planes and working with the contractor to maintain the craft and write manuals.  An issue 

that is of vital importance is developing software that is impervious to hacking.  All 
together they showed us an interesting view of future aviation. 

 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

 
The board presented a couple of events for the club.  On the 29th of June we would like to 

have a Warbird fun fly and swap meet, and invite all local clubs to participate.  We will 
also have a bbq lunch. 

The other event was a helicopter fun fly on July 18, 19, 20th.  Robert Vizzo and Steve 
Gershik will be coordinating the event.  Members questioned scheduling a 3day event 

without approval from the university in hand.  There were also questions regarding the 
club members losing flying days.  Robert Vizzo said that they were meeting with the 
university next week and should have the details they require all in place.  Members 

questioned why the university would allow a helicopter fun fly when IMAC was turned 
down.  Most of the club members were under the impression that the IMAC last year was a 

total success and the university had no complaints. Paul Stringer said he went to the 
university and spoke with our liaison and was told there would be no problem having 

another IMAC event.  There was no resolution to the discussion. 
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Robert Wagner talked about safety at the fields.  He said that starting motors and doing 
run-ins in the pits was not safe due to the noise and possibility of someone walking into a 
propeller.  He wants us to start all gas planes on the taxiway, and arm electrics out of the 

pits.  An objection was raised that the noise generated next to the stations made it difficult 
for spotters to hear.  Al motioned that the additional safety rules and spotter 

responsibilities be accepted.  John Brant seconded.  The vote was taken and the motion 
passed. 

 
There is a need for more work stations near the runways.  Robert Vizzo will repair the 

broken one and move it further away from the taxiway. 
 

Show and Tell: 
 

Rich Teheda showed his kit built Sig spacewalker.  He worked on it in the late '90s and 
then put it aside.  In April he primed it with Krylon and took it out for a maiden flight.  It 
flies”great” and he has 11 flights to date.  It weights 13lbs and is powered by a Super Tiger 

2500, with capacity of 1.4 cubic inches. 
 

RonScott brought a 3W 150cc, 40% motor that was totally demolished in a crash.  The 
pilot was flying a scale twin Cessna 310 inverted and became disoriented.  Both the plane 

and engine were demolished.  He reminded us of the Castle AFB museum, and Giant Scale 
event. 

 
John Brant brought his kit build sailplane.  Mike Prager built it and it was beautiful.  Both 

leading edges were strengthened by carbon fiber material.  It has full flaps and ailerons.  
He has purchased a recording altimeter to install.  He catches it when landing rather than 

let it land on the ground to preserve the finish. 
 

Robert Wagner brought a Mark V Spitfire.  It weights 39lbs, has a 103 inch wingspan, and 
is powered by a DA85 motor.  He rebuilt the steering system as the original one wasn't 

satisfactory.  He has done a complete systems check before painting as it takes 6 months to 
paint and he wants it to fly right first time out.  He hope to fly it in the Scale Master 

Gunsmoke competition in February in the expert category. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm. 
 

MEETING PICTURES 
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PICTURES FROM THE HELI EVENT 
On July 18th and 19th the Condors hosted a fun fly heli event. The event was 

organized by Rober Vizzo where he had plenty of help from other Condor 
members to enable a safe and fun event. Participants came from as far away 

as Michigan, Arizona, Paso Robles, San Diego and other locations within 
California. On Friday we had a light day with about 10 Pilots and on Sat we 

had an additional 14. 
 

Promptly at 5:00 PM Sat we had to shut down where the pilots were reluctant 
to stop and wanted to go an fly at some other field! Sergio from Piro Flip 

RC brought out his quad which could loop and roll in addition he had the FPV 
goggles to enable him to fly with the onboard camera. There were a few other 
young pilots where one 14 year old from Paso Robles was out flying most of 

the adults. Todd Bennett from team Futaba and Thunder Tiger was there flying 
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his electric and nitro Raptors,  Matt Barrett from MD Helicopters USA was 
there with Christian Rainey an 18 year old team MD sponsored pilot, he was 

very fast and smooth and could make the machine do some crazy stuff. In 
addition Shannon Schrey from Mikado USA was there where he flew his speed 
machine, estimates were that he was going 150mph on the straight away. The 

machine is built to race and has a very cool fuselage wrapped around the 
frames. 

 
I want to thank Robert Vizzo and all the other Condors for their help in 

making  this event a success.  
 

See you all at the field 
 

Chris Brashears 
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MINUTES FROM THE JULY MEETING 
 

Channel Island Condors Minutes of July 2nd 2014 
 

The meeting was opened at 7pm with 17 members in attendance.  All officers not present 
were Robert Vizzo, John Brant,and Robert Wagner.  The pledge of allegiance was led by 

Darryl Bergstrom. 
 

Chris Brashears reported on the June Fun Fly.  There were about 20 pilots participating, 
The event ran out of parking passes.  In the future participating pilots and spotters will be 
provided with parking passes while everyone else must pay the $6 daily parking fee.  There 

are envelopes for the University Parking Fee in the clubhouse.  The swap meet was not 
successful and it will be the last one the club will sponsor.  Lunch, pizza and sodas, was 
provided.  Chris suggested that the club have at least one event per month.  John Brant 

didn't provide us with a financial report on the event. 
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The three day helicopter event has been canceled and a one day helicopter fun fly will 
substitute.  Entry fee will be $20 or $25 per pilot.  Parking charges will be included with the 

entry fee. 
 

In a continuing search for a new site, Rich Tejeta said he located a 20 acre location on the 
river bottom.    It was suggested that the old dump site in Oxnard might be suitable.  It has 
been capped with clay but is not suitable for housing or commercial use.  More details on 

both sites will be provided at the next meeting. 
 

The newsletter has been delayed because Chris wanted the pictures of the fun fly included.  
He also apologized for the dispute that occurred after the conclusion of the May meeting.  
If there is a dispute, the procedure is to bring the issue before the Board and we will work 

it out there. 
 

One of our members brought to our attention that if anyone has a brushless motor that no 
longer functions, there are quite a few magnets that can be recovered. 

 
Chris Brashears showed his new Graupner radio.  It has 100mw output with telemetry 

built in.  It will report the current from the battery so that when the battery gets low the 
pilot knows.  An accessory is available that will report rpm, altimeter, and rate of climb.  
Model matching is available.  In his opinion Graupner is the most versatile radio while 

Spectrum is the easiest to use. 
 

Darryl Bergstrom was our featured speaker.  He gave us a presentation on how to paint 
your model using latex house paint.  He had a handout for everyone so if we didn't catch all 

the nuances we have written instructions.  On display was his model pup, painted in 
original colors.  He has been using this method to paint his models for years.  First, cover 

the plane, then wither paint, spray, or sponge.  The easiest paint to use is Behr from Home 
Depot.  It is water based, has both the paint and primer , and is nontoxic.  The latex can be 
mixed into any nonmetallic color.  It is great for foam planes as it is lightweight.  It is low 
cost, the small 8oz can will go a long way, and it can be sprayed to make it fuel proof.  The 
method is outlined on the handout but his model pup, now painted, demonstrated how the 

paint looks on a camouflaged plane.  He anticipates having the wings done in about a 
month and final weight to be around 17 pounds. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm 


