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                                                        AMA # 1343   -   1MAA # 89   -   EST. 1984 

 
Next meeting: Wednesday, June 3rd, @ 7: PM @ Camarillo Airport – Freedom 

Center – Bldg 515 on Eubanks St. (at Wills St. crossing) 
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Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

Web Site:  www.cicondors.com 
 

                    Elected Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . .  Bill Schatz      818-340-2180 
Vice President . . . . . .  . Jeff Maxwell  805-658-8896 
Treas & Membership.  John O’Brien  818-991-2139                                     
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . .  Don Barrett    805-384-0425 
Safety Officer    . . . . . . . Tony Brown  805-495-6748 
Field maintenance . . .       Open 
                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
       Webmaster . . . . . . Ken Osborne   805-485-7353                                                                  
Membership & Data Base Manager   John O’Brien 
                                                                  818-991-2139 
                   Flight Instructors 
Javier Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . 805-488-4241 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  805-987-9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 805-522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 

Ken Osborne at galvyn1@verizon.net 
 

 
Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th  of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
 

For membership info call John O’Brien  
818-991-2139  
 

Regular Meetings are held the 
first  Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at the Camarillo Airport 
in the Freedom Center – Bldg 515 
Club Building, on Eubanks St. Off 
Los Poses Road. The July, August and Sept. 
meetings are held at the Condors field 
where we usually have fun-fly’s and night 
flying. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE         

 
 

President's Report - May 2009 
 

Hi all, the weather has been fantastic and I hope 
everyone is getting to the field for some stick time.  I 

know for me a big part of this hobby is the getting 
together with friends, so come on out to the field and 

join in on the fun! 
 

I would also like to thank everyone for continuing to 

use the sign-in sheets at the field as it helps the board 
as we plan the work schedule for the projects that need 

to be done. 
 

Is everyone getting ready for our big Gathering of the 
Giants event on the weekend of May 16th – 17th 2009 
there is only 4 short weeks left.  John O’Brien is the 
CD for the Gathering and he will need our help to 

make sure everything runs smoothly.  The board has 
been busy with preparations and the field should be in 

great shape for the event.  This week (Thurs. April 
23rd) The Gopherman will be at the field in the 
afternoon for the first treatment to deal with the 

gophers.  He will come out and retreat the field again 
in about 2 weeks later, during the week of May 4th.  

After the 1st treatment we will need to flatten out ALL 
the gopher mounds so it is easier to tell which areas are 

still active and need retreatment.  So if you can help 
with that effort please take some time while you’re at 

the field and use the hose or grab a shovel. 
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The next big thing is the runway and taxiways will be 

repaired soon, on April 29th – 30th the runway, 
taxiways, & pit areas will be closed.  The grass area to 
the West will be open for helicopters and other aircraft 
that don’t need the runway.  Previous Condor member 
Howard Janotta has a construction company that works 

on roads so he has all the equipment, materials, & 
skills to handle the repairs we need.  He will have 

someone come in with a strong weed killer and some 
asphalt to fill all of the larger cracks, and then on the 

29th he will apply a heavy slurry coat on the runway & 
taxiways to clean them up.  The slurry coat will need a 
day to firm up, and after that we will have the runway 
re-striped.  While the runway is closed he will have a 
small roller at the field to roll the grass area on the 

North side of the runway to smooth it out incase planes 
run off the edge onto the grass.  Currently the plans are 
to have the field back in operation on Friday May 1st. 

 
I am also working with some members on installing a 
weather station at our field so for those of us that have 

a drive can check on-line and see what the current 
wind conditions are.  The Simi Valley & San Fernando 
Valley clubs have added these weather stations at their 

fields, and I have contacted the gentleman that 
installed both systems to find out what we need in the 

way of equipment.  I have wanted to put a weather 
station at our field for some time, but I was always 

concerned that vandals would destroy the equipment.  
The owl boxes that we have planed should allow us to 

put the weather stuff out of reach of most trouble 
makers. 

 
Lastly I had Dial security come out to the field and 
give us suggestions for some things we could do to 
protect ourselves from vandals.  Due to our remote 
location most solutions were VERY expensive.  But 
just recently they have become dealers for a camera 

system that uses IR motion detectors to trigger a 
camera and the cell phone system to send 10 seconds 
of video to a monitoring station.  After watching the 
short video clip a decision could be made whether or 

not it is necessary to send someone to the field to 
prevent problems.  I will be talking with them some 

more about this new security solution.  If anyone wants 
to see info on these cameras, see: 

http://videofied.com/en/ 
 

If there is anything you need to report, please call, 
write or email. 

 
Secretary’s Message 

 

 
 

Channel Islands Condors Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date: 1 Apil 2009 

Secretary: Don Barrett 
 

Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:04PM at 
the Camarillo Freedom Park Meeting Center.  27 

members and guests signed in. 
 

NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS: 
No new members were presented this time. 

 
STAFF REPORTS: 

President Bill Schatz – Opened meeting at with the 
pledge of allegiance.  Bill reported that the April 

edition newsletter was running late this month and is 
now on-line. 

 
Vice President Jeff Maxwell –  Could not attend this 

time. 
 

Secretary Don Barrett –  This months board meeting 
discussed several pending action items.  The board was 
presented some suggestions for rules changes as well 
as a neat suggestion for incorporating the rules into a 
field map.  Darryl Bergstrom took the time to review 

and comment on the rules as well as to present a 
format for the signs to be placed at the field.  The signs 

are fabricated thanks to Jeff Maxwell and it only 
remains to finalize the content so they can be 

completed.   Our new signs will post the rules in a 
format that is informative for new and seasoned 

members. 
 

The board approved the quote provided to Bill Schatz 
for the Gopher Guy. The contractor  will be at the field 

to treat the gopher infestation with an initial 
application to be followed by three monthly follow-ups 
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to insure results.  The goal is to get the gopher 
population under control in time for the Gathering of 
the Giants event and to allow resurfacing to proceed.  
Resurfacing will include patches to existing cracks in 
the runway and the slurry coat.  The runway/field will 
be closed for this work.  Work on the apron areas will 
include weed and grass control followed by rolling the 
surface to compact the area for those slightly off center 
landings.  Issues regarding field maintenance included 

the mowing arrangements and schedule. 
 

Bill is working on a weather station for the field with 
internet access.  Its in the development stage – stay 

tuned for updates. 
 

Treasurer John O’Brien – In lieu of Jeff’s report John 
updated us on the signage to be placed at the pilots 

infield area and the multi-use area also known as the 
electric field.  With his treasurer hat on he reported that 
we had 5 or 6 new members in the club this past month 

and 20 to 30 members still need to get their dues in.  
We are paid up with the AMA and the accounts are in 

good shape. 
 

Safety Tony Brown – Could not attend be we had a 
safe meeting anyway. 

Field Maintenance – Position mastered by Jack 
Lapraick 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Gopher estimates were being acquired by Bill Schatz.  
These were expected within the week and a decision 

would be made on the contractor prior to the 
resurfacing effort. 

 
Dave cut the lawn on 3-31 and the field really looks 

nice. 
 

Bill was to contact Howard Jenada regarding the 
resurfacing effort to get recommendations as to what 
we should do.   Recommended were weed abatement, 
crack repair and slurry for the asphalt surfaces.  The 
rough estimate of $4700 in materials to widen the 

runway by 6 feet was prohibitive and not approved.  
The side strip along the runway will be rolled out to 
make an apron for those close but not quite landings. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

The newsletter was late this month due to late 
submissions.  The editor requested submission by the 

third Saturday of the month to facilitate timely 
publication. 

 
Reminders were issued for the April float fly and the 
upcoming  ‘Gathering of the Giants’.  The GoG event 
will be May 16~17 at Condor Field.  Flyers have been 

made and are being distributed. 
 

Regarding the acquisition of the park and our field by 
the CSUCI we are advised by member Jim Walker that 

the university president Dr. Rush has stated that the 
they plan to leave the Condor field “in-place” and start 
rework on the dairy and trailhead areas.  They plan to 
keep us as a buffer zone at least for the 5 year run of 

the current use plan. 
 

SPEAKER: Darryl Bergstrom – adhesives and fillers 
for model construction.  Darryl’s presentation was 

extensive and covered the types of adhesives we use as 
well as some historical perspective and a few tips and 

tricks for better results.  I have summarized the 
technical info in table form. 

Era Trade 
name 

Type Properti
es 

Notes 

1940’
s 

Testers 
A 

Testers 
B 

Cellulose Pin and 
Dry 

Type B 
slow 
cure 

Highly 
volatile 
fumes. 

 Ambroi
ds 

cement 

Nitrate Pin and 
Dry 

More 
Sand-
able 

Highly 
volatile 
fumes. 
Better 
wood 
grain 

penetratio
n. 

 Elmer’s 
White 
Glue 

Water base Not 
sand-
able 
Low 

toxicity 

Penetrates 
wood 

grain and 
plys well.  

No 
fumes. 

1950’
s 

Titebon
d 

Aliphatic More 
sand-
able 

Good for 
bonding 
sheets 

together 
as well as 
joints in 

balsa 
and ply.  
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Can be 
used like 
contact 

cement if 
heat 

activated. 
 Epoxy Polymer 

Resin 
5min~24
hr cure 
High 

strength 
Good 

adhesion 
Not 

brittle 

Thin and 
cleanup 

with 
denatured 
alcohol.  
Rubbing 
alcohol 
contains 

water 
which 
effects 

the cure. 
1970’

s 
Eastma
n 910 

Cyanoacryla
tes or CA 

glues 

Fast 
bonding 
Thin to 
thick 

viscosity 
Strong 
/brittle 

Acetone 
cleanup.  

Originally 
developed 

for 
surgical 
repair of 
veins and 
arteries so 

it has a 
high 

affinity 
for skin.  

Available 
in several 
viscositie

s and 
filled 

version 
IC2000 

also 
known as 
tire glue 

due to the 
rubber 

fill. 
1990’

s 
Gorilla 
Glue 

Polyurethan
e 

Water 
activated 
Surfaces 
bonded 

well 
 

Mineral 
spirits/pai
nt thinner 

for 
cleanup. 
Foams if 

not 

1990’
s and 
beyo
nd 

Finishin
g Resin 

Polyester General 
purpose 
laminati

ng 

Anaerobi
c cure.  

Use types 
with wax 
for cure 
in air as 
finish 
coat.  

Non-wax 
for 

laminate 
layers.  

Can also 
cover 

final layer 
with 
Saran 

wrap to 
complete 
the cure if 

using 
only non-

wax 
material. 

 Bondo 
 

Fiberglass 
resin 

Filler in 
many 
types 

Standard 
auto resin 

is clay 
filled and 

heavy. 
Glass 

filled is 
strong but 
messy to 

work 
with. 
Micro 

balloon 
filled is 

light 
weight 

but hard 
to find.  

‘Evercoat 
Lite’ is 
light 
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weight 
and sands 

well. 
Thin with 
styrene to 
get extra 

work 
time. 

 3M 77 Contact 
cement in 

aerosol can 

Spray 
mount 

Not good 
for foam 

 3M HS 
90 

Contact 
cement in 

aerosol can 

Spray 
mount 

Can be 
used on 

EPP foam 
 Stix-It Aerosol 

adhesive 
Coverin

g 
surfaces 

Spray on 
then 

attach 
covering 

with 
sealing 
iron as 

w/monok
ote 

 Patch 
n’Paint 

Filler Spacklin
g 

Harden 
surface 
with CA 
before 

finishing 
to get 

smooth 
surface 

 RC-56 White glue Water 
based 

Bonds 
canopy 

and 
plastic 

window 
materials 

 
Tips and tricks: 

1) Titebond (aliphatic glues) can be used to bond 
leading edge sheeting to ribs by brushing glue 
on the ribs and the contact area of the sheeting 

separately.  The parts are allowed to dry and the 
assembled using a sealing iron to ‘reflow’ the 

glue forming the final bond – neat trick. 
2) Soak out the glue tips for your CA bottles in 

acetone once in a while and they will not clog 
up.  Best done before getting to the point of 
scraping with a knife or carving the tip up to 
get it open.  Beware of using the kickers with 

your CA bottle open in the vicinity as the 
kicker will shorten the life of the CA. 

3) Bondo like fillers mix best on a steel sheet and 
should be mixed until all signs of cream 

hardener are fully blended.  They are different 
colors so it’s easier to tell that mixing is 

completed.  Acetone or lacquer thinner can be 
used for cleanup.  For molding parts use PVA 

spray over a carnauba wax coated mold. 
 

A very informative and interesting presentation.  
Thanks Darryl! 

 
SHOW AND TELL: 

Darryl Bergstrom presented a CD review of his 1/3 
scale engine project.  A very interesting presentation 

showing fabrication of the cylinders from schedule 80 
PVC fittings turned on a lathe.  Also presented were 

the construction of the engine block, valve rockers and 
various scale fasteners made from nuts and dowels.  
Many of the adhesives and fillers discussed in his 

earlier presentation were put to practical use in this 
project.  Look for it on his scale Nieuport when it 

appears at the field. 
 

Ron Scott presented his latest gasser – a 91/2 pounder 
with 64” wingspan called the Bampf.  Power is a MLD 

28 from Cermark.  The ARF needed firewall 
reinforcement for the gas engine upgrade.  Ron says it 

flys great! 
 

RAFFLE WINNERS: 
 

There was no raffle this month. 
 

FOR SALE 
 

B-25 built from Wings Manufacturing kit 
  
I built this model in 2007/8, but have never flown it.  I recently 
re-entered the workforce, and between this and other projects, 
don't want to spend the time needed for breaking in and flight 
testing.  84" wing span, 17 lbs.  You can get more details on 
the Wings Manufacturing web site.  My model comes with 2 
Magnum 91 4 strokes, Robart retracts and a Futuba PCM 
radio setup.  Many scale details including 4 pilot/crew figures 
and 12 machine guns.  This model would be a serious attention 
grabber at the field! 
  
Asking $650 
  
Pete Scifres  818 991 5769 
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Here are a couple of pix of our new Gopher Exterminator at work at the field. 
(It's a Gopher snake) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ron Scott sent these pictures in of a 
gopher snake looking for a meal. 
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      Channel Islands Condors 
         P.O. Box 1993 
         Camarillo  CA   93011-1993 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Stamp 

UP COMING EVENTS 
May 2009 

,                  2 IMAC  flying competition @ Riverside/Perris ……….  www.mini-iac.com 
                              2 Fun Fly & Engine Clinic by Hobby People – Valley Flyers 
                           2-3 Red Bull Air Races in San Diego 
                           2-3 IMAA Giant Scale Fly-In" - Fresno Radio Modelers 
                              9 Balloon Drop – Lake Casitas – Ventura Comets 
                            10 Mothers Day 
                       16-17  20th Annual Gathering of the Giants event @ Condor field –         
Camarillo  (orig scheduled on May 2-3) 
                      15-17? Spring Fling – Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego  www.sefsd.org  
(Called 1-14-09) 
                       23-24 L A Jets  Fly-in– Valley Flyers 
                    ??????? West Coast Giant Scale Festival @ Chowchilla Airport – Ken 
Shapiro – Director 510-414-4953 
                                    see web site @  www.fly-imaa.org for more info. (Per Ken 1-16 
application was denied) 
                            25 Memorial Day (Monday) 
                            31 Electric Fun Fly & Glowpower < .15”. + BBQ @ Comets Field.   

 
There are more dates for May than I can list here. 

Please check the web site for updates 
www.cicondors.com 

 
 


