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Next meeting: Wednesday, Mar 4th, @ 7: PM @ Camaii Airport — Freedom
Center — Bldg 515 on Eubanks St. (at Wills St. cresnq)

Final Approach to the Condor Field



Channel Islands Condors

P.O. Box 1993
Camarillo CA 93011-1993
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034

Web Site: WWW.cCicondors.com

Elected Officers

President........... Bill Schatz 18-340-2180
Vice President . . . . .. . Jeff Maxwell 805-658397
Treas & Membership. John O'Brien 818-991-2139
Secretary . .......... Don Barrett 80884-0425
Safety Officer ....... Tony Brown 805-496748

Field maintenance . . . Open
Appointed Officers
Newsletter Editor/
Webmaster . . . . .. Ken Osborne 805-48353
Membership & Data Base Manager John O’Brien
818-991-2139

Flight Instructors

JavierGarcia . ................. 805-488-4241
Chris Spangenberg . .............. 805-987-9859
RonScott.................. ... 805-522-5455

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items
should be mailed or E-Mailed to Ken
Osborne at galvynl@verizon.net

President’s Message

Hi all, by now most of you have seen or heard about
the article in the Ventura County Star talking afbtbe

transfer of ownership from Ventura County to CSUCI.

| have contacted the Parks Dept. and was toldctieat
transfer had not completed yet as they were able to
schedule another “Turkey” Shoot for the VA in the
March — April time frame. | have also contacted th

Newsletter articles or pictures should be
sent in by the 28" of each month “For
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you
ask to have it extended.

For membership info call Bill Shatz @ 818-
340-2180.

Reqular Meetings are held the
first Wednesday of the month at
7:00 pm at the Camarillo Airport

in the Freedom Center — Bldg 515

Club Building, on Eubanks St. off
Los Poses Road. The July, August and Sept.
meetings are held at the Condors field
where we usually have fun-fly’s and night

flying.

University spokesperson mentioned in the VC Star
article. She gave me the name of the person that
normally handle Special projects for the Universihd
when | tried contacted her | found out she is on
vacation until early March. Our Secretary, DonrBtr
found an excerpt from an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) that addresses some of the changes
planned for the Park area where we are locatedm Fr
the report it looks like the University want to reve

the dairy and put in some bathrooms and trailheads,
improving the road. They also mention working with
various environmental & educational organizations.
So | have contacted a couple of members of our club
that have contacts within CSUCI, if you have any
connections with well placed people at CSUCI please
contact me so we can have an organized approach as
we try to secure our future. And for those witlidra
email addresses I'll let you know what is happening
during the month so you can be up to date.
Otherwise on to more fun things | understand thist t



weekend’s mini event was fun for those that were
there. And the wind seems to died down some so |
hope everyone is getting some flying in.

If there is anything you need to report, pleasdé c
write oremail.

Treasurer/Membership

Please welcome Kyle Rich to the club. He is working
in the area on a temporary basis and has joinedhbe
for the next couple of months. | would like to wahee
back both Josef Joebstl and Tom Moore. They have
been away for a couple of years but found their way
back to the Condors. Welcome Back!

| am still receiving 2009 membership renewals.
Remember you must be paid up by the March meeting
or you will suffer the infamous late fee. So rememb
to get those memberships in. Time is running dut. |
you send your renewal in with a SASE, you will get
you membership card back to you in the mail. If, not
you may pick your signed 2009 card up at fieldha t
upper left hand pocket of the frequency board.

Expenses (since last report)

$213.38 Cable ties

$ 48.93 Misc Repairs

$ 27.46 Misc Repairs

$116.18 Misc expenses

$ 100.00 Scanner/sound meter
$18.17 Misc Repairs

$11.79 Camrosa

$ 37.83 Consolidated Disposal Svc

$ 25.00 CO of Vta-GSA (field lease)
$ 36.34 Verizon

Total Expenses $ 635.08
Income (since last report)
$1867.50 Renewals
Total Income $1867.50
Delta $1232.42

Regards,
-John

Secretary’s Message

Channel Islands Condors Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date: 4 February 2009
Secretary: Don Barrett

Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:03RM a
the Camarillo Freedom Park Meeting Center. 37
members and guests were present.

NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS:
Scott O’brien was introduced as a new member for
20009.

STAFF REPORTS:

President Bill Schatz — Opened meeting at with the
pledge of allegance.

Vice President Jeff Maxwell —



Secretary Don Barrett —

Treasurer John O'Brien —

Safety Tony Brown - Reviewed the rules regarding lo
passes over the runway. These are prohibitedland a
low passes should be made over the grass areaaforth
the runway or beyond. The north side is in the
direction where the water tower is located.

Field Maintenance — Position remains OPEN
OLD BUSINESS:

The security system for the field was discusdgil.
Schatz will contact Dial Security to get an estienand
recommendations for field security.

Jack Lapraick brought up frequency issues caused by
flyers at a nearby development between PV road and
the freeway. It is not known if the activity vités

local ordinance or AMA rules. Frequency issues on
72MHz and below are possible because of the
proximity of this activity to Condor field. The&5Hz
radios should not experience interference fromehes
flyers. Discussion of acquiring a club frequency
scanner resulted in a motion to purchase a unit and
have it available for club use at events and iregan
The estimated cost was $100. The motion passed and
Treasurer John O’brien volunteered to procure thie u

The gopher guy will be retained to control the gaph
population. This action will be taken while thelow
boxes are in construction.

Members are encouraged to bring a bottle of Roundup
or some other weed-killer and take the time toyspra
down the weeds that are breaking thru our runway,
taxiways and pit area asphdlafm informed that the

club has a pump sprayer for weed abatement and
volunteers are needed to assist the effofthe tarmac
will be resurfaced but we need to kill the weedstfi

Ron Scott had some comments and test info on 2.4GHz

radio systems. See your newsletter for a repoltitoy
on his results.

NEW BUSINESS:

The BOD will be reviewing the field rules and upslat
for our current usage and model mix. Suggestions
regarding the rules are solicited and can be seBiilt
Schatz or any board member for inclusion in the
discussions. The current rules can be found olCtle
website or at the field in the frequency controhizb—

taped to the fold out. It was suggested thatgelar
letter format or posting be used for the rulesh&y tare
easy to review for all members. Perhaps a placard
sign at the frequency board could be made.

Jeff Maxwell is organizing the Dawn of Flight mdet
Saturday the Ziof February. This event will be a
WWI themed fun fly with music, food and Allied and
Axis adornments. WWI and “Golden Age” aircraft
invited to participate. The event is scheduletuto
from dawn to noon.

SPEAKER: Adam Gather was scheduled to speak on
his movie model work but could not make the meeting
this month. Jeff Maxwell screened a DVD of theodff
involved in the making of the movie ‘The Aviator’

with footage of the models used and the film cifadt
went into that movie. Interesting video of the XE-

twin and the Hercules (‘Spruce Goose’) models in
flight were included. The pilot for those sequence
was Bill Hemple. Jeff says he hopes to get Adam at
latter date when his work schedule permits.

SHOW AND TELL:

Robert Ventura showed his E-powered F-18 from
Hobby Lobby. He has been experimenting with some
modifications to the model to include controllable
thrust vector vanes on the exhaust. Further tgstnal
development are anticipated.

Mark Sesma presented his latest giant scale aérobat
plane. A QB Extra 300 reported to come very much
assembled with hinges, cowl and canopy already in
place. Mark will be powering the model with a DA-5
gas engine and looks to maiden the model in a week
So.

Mike Milbred showed his new electric aerobatic mode
from 3D Hobby Shop — maiden flight this weekend
weather permitting.

Brian Also showed an electric aerobat purchased
almost complete thru Craig’s list. The Sundowiser i
powered by a 12 cell Li-po battery and should
consume about 2.4kW. At 5 pounds all up the plane
should be a good performer.

Jeff Maxwell showed his H1, Spad Xlll and fliver by
Green Models. These are all electrics and fly well
after light assembly work.



RAFFLE WINNERS:

10 qift certificates were raffled. The lucky wams
were:

Robert Ventura

Bryce Chanes (4)

Ben Lucchese (3)

Jim Debay and Tom Murray

COMPARION OF 2.4 GHz R/C
RADIO SYSTEMS
By: Ron Scott 2-9-2009

The following is a summary of my own experiencehvt
different 2.4 GHz radio systems related to flyirgydifferent
model airplanes over the past 2 years. | hopdjiish@dmeone out
there.

Background: | probably fly more then the averageleter and
average 4 to 5 days of flying per week.

| belong to 5 RC flying clubs in the southern Gaiifia region and
have over 200 planes. (Obviously I'm not married)stiof my
planes are Glow and Gas powered from size .10drgel 35%
Extra 330 with DA 100 or similar engines. | havelB2ctrics
from Zagi style flying wings to pattern planes dludt planes.
Also, numerous gliders from hand launch to slopkartge 10 foot
wing span thermal gliders. The reason | tell yds th because the
point is | fly a lot and believe that this makegapd test bed for
trying out new equipment.

Keep in mind for what it's worth - my write-up isily one man'’s
opinion. Ask 10 people and you'll get 10 differamswers.

R/C Radios tested:

1) Spectrum DX7 -7 Channel System

2) Futaba T6EX and T7C — 6 and 7 Channel System

3) Assan (from Hobby City) XR8 Plug in Module tdléec
Eclipse 7 (or Optic 6) Transmitter.

4) Airtronics RDS 8000 FHSS — 7 Channel System

5) EF Helicopters EF 2401 — 4 channel for helieop{from
Hobby People)

Spectrum DX7 : Cost ~ $300 — 350, | have 12 moftatsstly
foamies) on this radio system.

Likes:

Easy programming & big LCD display showing clgyve

has 7 channels,

model matching,

20 model memory,

1500 mAh battery.

Receivers (AR500 and AR6100 and AR7000) cost batv#ee-
90. More expensive receivers are available.

Dislikes:
1) Charge jack is different from most other mawtiees, + is
outside and — is inside connector. (When are thBy éver going

to convert to match most  other manufacturersgghari.e. + =
center pinand = outside plug ?????

2) Loss of control — | have had 3 planes locKoutrownout)

for 2-4 seconds and crash. Later found that iftlgpd,700 pfd cap
across one of the receivers

output channel + and — pins the problem went a\tdgrizon
sells a 4,700ufd capacitor that eliminates th&dot potential
problem for $6.00 — called a

“Voltage Protector”). What actually was happenivas a
momentary drop in voltage (+5 to ~3-4 volts) on BH&C power
line BEC going into the receiver as a result
of a momentary hi current draw on the battery. €hae at least 2
other ways around this potential problem. Oneyigtoviding a
separate battery (4-5 cell) to power the
receiver only. The other way is to install a sefBEC device to
supply 5 Volt input to the receiver. A company edl'Dimension
Engineering”(Dimension Engineering.com on the walakes a
“ParkBEC” and a “Sport BEC” for $19-$30 to
eliminate or reduce the possibility of a brownoaomdition. In all
fairness, the ESC's play a major role in the reslability to
function properkhe receiver may be
falsely accused of being the problem source —rbattuality the
BEC circuit of the ESC may be limited and not b&edb supply a
solid + 5 volts to the receiver. So, check outrnygpecs when you
put together your next Electric plane. Now the d¢joess, why
doesn't Spektrum offer a free 4,700ufd capacitoef@ry radio
receiver they sell?

3) “BACKUP ERR” displayed on the display after pawup. The
transmitter would not recover and had to be saoklo
Spectrum and they replaced the transmitter

4) Binding problem — Had to bind 3 times before amalel
finally held a bind.

Fuse blowing problem — On occasion if you fastrghahe
transmitter battery at 2-2.5 amps the internaih® fuse
occasionally blows.

6) No Throttle Cut or Throttle lock button or selit— to prevent
from accidental moving the throttle lever up. (vénportant from
a safety standpoint)

7) Switches are not programmable i.e. you ca@kercertain
switches set for Retracts or Flaps, etc. (like Ba}a

Futaba T6EX &T7C systems:

Cost ~ 200 - $300

Good solid systems — | have had 7 models flyinggfmonths
with no problem.

T6EX Likes:

Easy programming and solid communication — No @ash
Programmable, 6 model memory,

Dislikes:

1) Receivers are $90-100.

2) Only one dual rate switch for the aileronsyater and rudder.

T7C  Likes:

Easy programming and solid communication — No @ash
Programmable switches, throttle cut, 10 model mgmor
Dislikes:

1) Receivers are $90-100.

2) Chrome plating on the face is starting to derdnd bubble up
in certain areas.



Airtronics RDS 8000 FHSS:

Cost ~ $230

Good System so far — | have had 2 models flyin@fatonths
with no problems.

Likes:

Easy programming, additional receivers are $70.

Dislikes:

Only has 3 letters for model name and there isuad hte or
Exponential for the rudder.

Assan (from Hobby City)

XR8 Plug in Module to a Hitec Eclipse 7 (or Optic 6

or Futaba 72 MHz Transmitters. Cost ~ $65 - $7%(€ are also
plug in modules for JR Transmitters) This modulialty takes a
72 MHz transmitter up to

2.4 GHz. Check it out at WWW.hobycity.caand go to their 2.4
TX/RX Systems and Parts section.

| have 9 models on this System — So far, no problexcept as
noted below.

Likes: Easy to install and use in my Hitec Ecligsg@r Optic 6) or
Futaba 9C Transmitters. Very reliable, don't havéetirn a new
system, Cost only $68 for module and receivervarg
affordable @ $24 (Close range 4 channel) — $754{fo8
channel) full range receiver. Also, you can go back2 MHz
with original module. Receivers come with a 4,700 ¢apacitor
to prevent potential “Brownouts”. Dislikes: Nothingxcept for
one 8 ch. receiver that wouldn’t bind and had tcé&et back for
replacement (which took 10 weeks — from Hong Kong)

EF Helicopters:

Cost $120. Model EF 2401 — 4 channel for helicapfEom
Hobby People)

Likes:

Simple dual rotor easy to fly helicopter — no peshs.
Dislikes:

None, this is a very simple system and | have tnlited
experience with Helicopters. Summary: If | weregoommend a
2.4 GHz system to a fellow modeler | would havegadowith the
following.

# 1 Assan — Assuming that you have a Hitec Eclipéar Optic
6),JR, or Futaba radio that uses a plug in module.

# 2 Futaba T7C But be aware of the receiver ¢es$100).

# 3 Spectrum DX7 But make sure you install a@Q7ufd
capacitor across the + and terminals of the reeei(Voltage
protector — Horizon Hobbies @ $6)

# 4 Airtronics RDS 8000 FHSS

Note: The best thing about the 2.4 GHz R/C systsrtisat to my
knowledge, | haven't had a crash due to a fellovdeher being
on the same channel (as in the 72 MHz band).

Good luck and “Happy Landings”

Ron Scott,

ITEMS FOR SALE

FOR: RYAN KRAAI — (805) 388-0043 - rikraai@verizomet

| have a couple of radios and receivers for sale:

1) Futaba Skysport 6YG on channel 12, inciud&27DF
receiver & crystal (Excellent condition - lessnhEO flights on
system) $80

2)  Futaba Skysport 6YG on channel 26, inclUg&27DF
receiver & crystal (Excellent condition) $80

3) Futaba Skysport 4VF on channel 48, incdud&27DF
receiver & crystal (Excellent condition) $80
4)  Futaba Skysport 4YF on channel 51, incdudé&27DF
receiver & crystal (all brand new in the box) $80
5)  Futaba R127DF receiver with crystal (cler#6) $35
6)  Cirrus MRX-4 MKII receiver with crystalsi{annels 26 &
45) $20

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

There is a lack of pictures in this Newsletter d@l
the information that | was sent. 1 still need prets for
the newsletter. You can e-mail them to me at
galvynl@verizon.nef you just have a few. If you
have more than a few a cd would be nice. You can
give it to me at the meeting or leave it at thédfigith
my name and | can pick it up there.

Have a great time flying.

Ken




On January 30, 2009, Horizon Hobby, Inc. issuedraice bulletinfor Spektrum DX6transmitters due to a concern of potential issues
with stick potentiometers. Consumers were strongladvised to conduct a test to see if symptoms of e potential issues were
present.

After closely monitoring the situation, Horizon hasdetermined that we need to physically inspect alDX6i transmitters with date
codes containing 807E, 808E, 809E, 810E, 811E, 81aRkd 901E, including those ending in "US", "UK", or "DE". The date code
will be found inside the battery compartment.

If your Stop using your transmitter.

«Click hereto request a shipping call tag to return your DX6Horizon.
*You may also e-mail the Horizon Hobby Product Sappeam productsupport@horizonhobby.cmequest a shipping call tag; please

put "DX6i Transmitter Recall" in the subject linedainclude your shipping address, daytime phoneb&rnand the date code from your
DX®6i.

«If you have any questions, you can call us at BdZ-0233.
*Only the transmitter needs to be returned. Plezrs@ve your batteries prior to shipping.
*Horizon will pay for all ground shipping within ¢hUnited States and Canada.

*Each transmitter will be inspected for the isgepaired or replaced if necessary, and returnesb@s as possible. We will work as
quickly as possible, but we ask for your patience.

<Due to the possibility of replacement, please doent for your own records any model programs pgaashipping.

Inspected, repaired, or replaced DX6i transmittelishave date codes ending in "CM", "LH", "HA"r 6X". No further action will be
needed on transmitters with those suffixes.

«Consumers outside the US and Canada should cdh&actocal retailer or distributor. Internatiordistributors may be found here
If your DX6i does not have the listed date code

-DX6i owners whose transmitters do not have thevalitate codes are still advised to follow the Jan8ath service bulletin

*As with all R/C aircraft, please check your colgrprior to each flight.

Horizon Hobby and the Spektrum team apologizeHiwihconvenience. Your safety and enjoyment ofithieby are our first and foremost
priority.

If you have any questions please call 1-877-5043023

DX6i has one of these date codes




UP COMING EVENTS

MARCH 2009
215" - Electric fly (Indoors) @ Simi Valley Rec. Cen&005 LA Ave. @ 7:30pm
22'° _ valley Flyers — Giant Scale Fly-in & Night Fly
21-22 Float Fly — Lake Cachuma — SBRCM club, No Charge BBQ or Raffle
27-29 Float Fly — Visalia Russell Pond — for directiongmw.CVRCSoaring.com

APRIL 2009
3-5Q40/Q500 pylon racing — Valley Flyers
12 Simi Valley Flyers — Electric Fun Fly, BBQ, & &y Meet
18 IMAC flying competition @ Las Vegas www.miHiac.com
17-19 Western States 3 day Electric Fun Fly — \yaflyers
18-19 Float Fly @ Lake Casitas — Ventura County €sm
21Electric Fly (indoor) @ Simi Valley Rec Center 5005 Ave. @ 7:30 PM
5-26 Lake Hemet Float Fly — Hemet Model Masters —
www.hemetmodelmasters.org
18-19 RCX Hobby Show @ Pamona Fairplex - - WWW.RC3M

There are more dates for April than | can list here
Please check the web site for updates
www.cicondors.com

Channel Islands Condors Stamp
P.O. Box 1993
Camarillo CA 93011-1993




