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Next meeting: Wednesday, July 1st, @ 7:00 PM @ Condor field 

 
By Brian Boing – visitor to the Gathering of the Giants event. 
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Channel Islands Condors 
P.O. Box 1993 

Camarillo CA 93011-1993 
Field Phone: (805) 482-3034 

Web Site:  www.cicondors.com 
 

                    Elected Officers 
President . . . . . . . . . . .  Bill Schatz      818-340-2180 
Vice President . . . . . .  . Jeff Maxwell  805-658-8896 
Treas & Membership.  John O’Brien  818-991-2139                                     
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . .  Don Barrett    805-384-0425 
Safety Officer    . . . . . . . Tony Brown  805-495-6748 
Field maintenance . . .       Open 
                Appointed Officers 
Newsletter Editor/ 
       Webmaster . . . . . . Ken Osborne   805-485-7353                                                                  
Membership & Data Base Manager   John O’Brien 
                                                                  818-991-2139 
                   Flight Instructors 
Javier Garcia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . 805-488-4241 
Chris Spangenberg     . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  805-987-9859 
Ron Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 805-522-5455 
 

Articles, coming events, or For Sale items 
should be mailed or E-Mailed to 

Ken Osborne at galvyn1@verizon.net 
 

 
Newsletter articles or pictures should be 
sent in by the 20th  of each month. “For 
Sale” ads will run for one month unless you 
ask to have it extended. 
 

For membership info call John O’Brien  
818-991-2139  
 

Regular Meetings are held the 
first  Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 pm at the Camarillo Airport 
in the Freedom Center – Bldg 515 
Club Building, on Eubanks St. Off 
Los Poses Road. The July, August and Sept. 
meetings are held at the Condors field 
where we usually have fun-fly’s and night 
flying. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE      

 
 

President's Report - June 2009 

Hi everyone, I was out of town all last week and unable to 
make the Gathering but I heard for a couple of different 
people that it was one of our best attended events in the last 
couple of years. I want to thank all the members that 
helped John make the Gathering a fun event for everyone. 

I know the field looks great and I hope everyone is getting 
to the field to spend time with friends and flying some. 

Finally on a sadder note, I received an email from a Santa 
Barbara R/C club and they let me know that long time 
member of their club and ours, Bob Brown has died. Bob 
has been a member of the Condors for many years and 
even though he has not lived in our area both he and his 
wife have maintained active memberships in our club. 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 
 
Here is the latest from the VP...................... 
The Gathering went very well with many new faces 
attending and participating in the Giants event.  
Hats off to John Gonzales for stepping up to cook 
on both days and to all the early birds who worked 
hard to set-up and tear down.  The turbine jets and 
heilocoptors were a treat to watch and photograph 
and all seemed to enjoy the event.  The only 
complaint was about the quality of the sound of the 
speakers on the P.A. unit.  I have a set of better 
speakers and will test them out on Saturday.   If you 
have any suggestions to improve these events, please 
let any of us know and we will do our best to make 
the changes . 
 The next meeting on June 3 will be at the field and 
we should have Adam Gelbart coming out to speak 
and show off some of his work.  For those of you 
who do not know who he is, the models in Aviator 
and many other films are his handiwork. 
  
For those of you flying Spektrum 2.4GhZ systems, I 
have available the capacitors that Ron Scott 
recomends installing on your recievers to prevent a 
micro second brown-out of power that results in the 
unit trying to re-bind in flight.  This of 
course, usually results in the dreaded "MAXWELL 
SYNDROME"!   Otherwise known as a spectacular 
crash/gravity event.  And just like 
gravity.....................that really sucks! 
I will make these available to members in two ways. 
First, you can buy them for fifty cents and install 
your own wires or........................... 
you can bring me a male servo lead (any length) 
and I will give you one!  These are better units than 

the ones offered by Spektrum and they charge $6.00 
each for them.   
Thats all for now, fly safe and have fun. 
MAX    

 
Secretary’s Message 

 

 
 

Channel Islands Condors Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date: 6 May 2009 
Secretary: Don Barrett 
 
Bill Schatz called the meeting to order at 7:05PM at 
the Camarillo Freedom Park Meeting Center.   35 
members and guests signed in. 
 
NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS: 
No new members were presented this time. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
President Bill Schatz – Opened meeting at with the 
pledge of allegiance.   Bill provided an update on 
the runway repairs.  The slurry process and an 8 
foot extension to the pits have been completed.   It 
required nearly 3 tons of asphalt to add the 
extension but it is a nice new area for the grass 
flying field.  The contractor also provided new 
striping.  The field looks great!  
 
 
Vice President Jeff Maxwell –  Presented the layout 
of the new rules signs to be posted at the field.  
Copies are available for review.  The new locker is 
in place for the fire suppression equipment.  The 
locker should be unlocked when the field is in use 
for ready access to the extinguishers.  If you have a 
Li-Po fire it is best not to spray water on the cell 
until the lithium is consumed.  You may actually be 
adding fuel to fire as water is ionized to hydrogen at 
the lithium combustion temperature.  Suppress any 
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fire spread to surrounding area then attack the lipo 
when the cell has burned down. 
 
Secretary Don Barrett –  Notes on recent club 
member activities include the participants at the 
Riverside IMAC contest.  Mark Sesma and Steve 
Gershick participated in the Basic class.  Steve took 
third place honors.  I participated in the Sportsman 
class and survived.  Matt Stringer flew in the 
Intermediate class and took second place wood.  
Frank Oliver competed in the Advanced class and 
took fourth place. 
 
A couple of safety notes – The runway is for takeoff 
and landing only.  Please no tuning or aircraft 
maintenance on the runway while others are flying.  
Dead stick landings can’t wait and other pilots need 
the runway for normal traffic.  We have also 
consumed a good portion of our band-aid supply 
with recent rash of prop cuts.  Aircraft should be 
restrained by means other than the pilot during 
starting.  This prevents having one hand in the prop 
and the other desperately holding the offending 
airplane.  A separate restraint be it another person 
or mechanical allows us to get away from the 
spinning prop in the event something goes wrong.  
 
In order to give the raffle master some ideas for 
prizes I have produced a wish list for the members 
to add items to.  Please be specific and prolific.  The 
raffle prizes should represent the member’s 
interests and we can only do so with the input of the 
club. 
 
Safety Tony Brown – Could not attend be we still 
had a safe meeting anyway. 
Field Maintenance – Position mastered by Jack 
Lapraick  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Owl boxes are nearing 50% completion for the first 
prototype.  Eventually 3 to 5 will be built and 
installed to aid the gopher control problem.  The 
Gopher Guy treated some 300 holes and so far 
there have only been about six recurrences.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
The next regular meeting will be held at Condor 
field in June so plan to bring a fun-flyer that 
evening.   
 

The weather station effort continues.  It requires 
some revisions to the radio interface due to the 
obsolescence of a critical component made by 
Dallas Semiconductor.  Some revisions to the 
interface software are pending.  The unit will be 
solar powered once installed and will provide 2 
minute updates thru the Weather Underground 
web site.  Bill Schatz continues to further this effort. 
 
SPEAKER: Darryl Bergstrom – adhesives 
addendum.  A new product is available from 
Titebond.  This product is their version of the 
Cyano-acrylate ‘super glue’.  The formulation 
differs from standard CA products using an alpha 
versus an ethyl CA base.  It is available in 2,4 and 8 
ounce bottles that can be repacked as desired for 
ease of use.  The material comes in medium and 
thick viscosity formulations.  Its biggest advantage 
per Darryl is that it does not stick to the bottle – 
hence no fouled tips and caps.  The acetone solvent 
still works and it still sticks to skin instantly.  The 
glue is not foam safe and normal kicker spray will 
work with it.  You can obtain this product locally at 
the Woodcraft Store in Ventura or on-line at their 
website.  It costs about $10 for 2 ounces. 
 
Ken Chapman presented a nifty system for 
duplicating small parts with great detail.  The 
Alumilite system consists of a mold making 
compound and two part casting resin that allows 
the user to copy small detailed parts with ease.  Ken 
produced a pilot bust at the meeting and the system 
works great.  A basic kit can produce about 6 1/12 
scale busts.  The kit has a silicone mold making 
compound to copy the desired part and then a two 
part quick cure resin for casting the parts.  It is 
made by the Aluminite Mfg  Company and can be 
found at CST composites.   
 
Thanks to Darryl and Ken for their interesting 
presentations! 
 
SHOW AND TELL: 
John Gonzales presented a Twin Star with two OS 
35 nitro burners instead of the usual 25 size glow 
engines.  This plane has not yet maidened but 
should be a scorcher. 
 
Jeff Maxwell presented another Hobby City 
product – a Mig3 ARF electric.  The cost was $78.  
Jeff also showed his daughters biplane lost nearly 



 5

18 months ago and recently recovered intact.  A 
remarkable weatherizing job there Jeff! 
 
Harry Sanchez presented  a Great Planes Big Stik 
with Magnum 60 4 stroke power soon to be 
maidened.  Also shown was a work in progress Sig 4 
Star 60 pending some servo installation.  Neat. 
 
I presented the Esky Honey Bee King II helicopter.  
The $155 kit included the heli, TX, battery and wall 
and field chargers.  This version had a brushed 
motor and esc and now has been upgraded to 
brushless motor and control.  The 2.4GHz TX come 
with the kit but has limited capabilities.  It was 
obtained from XHeli.com. 
 
RAFFLE WINNERS: 
 
There was no raffle this month. 

 
TREASURERS MESSAGE 

 
Treasurer Report: 
 
 We just had a great two day Gathering of the 
Giants. It was well attended and great demos where 
put on by both Jon Vance and club member Jamie 
Sarte. Jon flew two different turbine jets while 
Jamie flew a turbine helicopter. They both put on 
fabulous jet demos. Thank you both very much. I 
would like to thank all that helped to make this 
event a total success. There were too many people 
that helped so I am not going to name them here. I 
would be afraid to miss someone, but a very very 
special thanks to all of you. 

 
 I am still receiving 2009 membership renewals. If 
you are to pay now remember to add a $10 late fee 
to your payment. If you send your renewal in with a 
SASE, you will get you membership card back to 
you in the mail. If not, you may pick your signed 
2009 card up at field in the upper left hand pocket 
of the frequency board. 
 
Expenses (since last report) 
 
$ 25.00 Field lease 
$ 150.00 Marty’s Hobbies 
$ 268.69 Expenses 
$ 160.00 Potties 
$ 75.66 Consolidated Trash 
$ 125.00 Grass Cutting 
$ 250.00 Wood Club 
$ 210.00 AMA 
$ 671.18 Expenses 
$ 164.60 Gathering Expenses 
$ 65.35 Gathering Expenses 
$ 28.66 Camrosa 
$ 25.00 Field lease 
$ 76.05 Verizon 
$ 62.82 Consolidated Trash 
$ 80.00 Potties 
$ 42.00 Postmaster 
$ 222.15 Expenses 
$ 652.89 Food Gathering 
$ 80.00 AMA 
$ 1175.00 Kastle Kare (gopher kill) 
$ 3545.00 J&H Engineering 
 
Total Expenses $ 8256.05 
 
Income (since last report) 
 
$966.00 Gathering (food, entries, hats and boxes) 
 
Total Income $ 966.00 
 
Delta  -$8055.05 
 
 
Regards, 
 -John 
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Here is an E-mail that Jeff Maxwell and myself received from one of the many visitors to the 

Gathering of the Giants 
 

Dear Jeff, 
 
Just wanted to send you a few of the photos I snapped this past Sunday at the annual Gathering of the Giants 
event you guys hosted.  Pretty fascinating for a guy like me who knows nothing about about model aircraft. 
Also per your recommendation I will forward these to Kenneth Osborne in charge of the newsletter for your 
free use in the newsletter/ website.  I will bring a disk with all the photos this Sunday (good and bad) for you all 
to do what ya like with. 
 
As I am sure you recall I will be out at the dairy this coming Sunday for my upcoming photo shoot "Urban 
Grunge meets Chic"   I will call you or the field phone when I arrive (approx 11:30 am). 
 
Hope to see you there this weekend and thanks again for the gate access, 
 
Brian Boing 
 
I would like to thank Brian for the pictures he sent me and they will be on the web site soon as well. 
 
Following are some of the pictures he sent. 
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Again thanks to Brian Boing for these nice pictures. 
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FOR SALE  Der Jager 

     Sans engine and radio 
 Built from Balsa USA kit 

    Wingspan - Top – 78 inches 
      Bottom – 66 inches 
    Weight - 25 lbs w/smoker 
    Engine - Quadra 75XL 
         Prop Masterairscrew 22x14 wood simitar 
    Covering - Solartex with Rustoleum paint 

First flight - May 12, 1995 
  
    With Airtronic giant servos - Make offer 
 
    Contact  Hugh O’Connell 
      983-8001   
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These pictures were sent by Ron Scott and are the work being done at the field. 
 

   
 

 
 

This last one is from Big John 
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      Channel Islands Condors 
         P.O. Box 1993 
         Camarillo  CA   93011-1993 
 

 

 
  Stamp 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

June 2009 
5-7 Float fly – Lake Cachuma – Santa Barbara R/C Modelers. No BBQ or raffle 

6 Giant scale fly in & night fly – valley flyers 
6-7 Scale fly-in – by Scale Squadron of S.C, @ Pomona – CD Randy Wilber – 949-683-9662 

13 Scale Fun Fly – at Crosswinds Field – Lake Castiac 
14 War Bird Event – Condor Field 

14 Simi Valley Flyers – Fun Fly, BBQ & Swap Meet 
21 Fathers Day 

19-21 Q40/Q500 Pylon racing – Western Championhsip – Valley Flyers 
28 Quaker Fun Fly – Comets – Lake Casitas 

28? All scale Fun Fly @ Canyon Crosswinds – Lake Castaic 
 

July 2009 
12 Second Annual War Bird Race – Valley Flyers 

26 War Bird Day & BBQ + Swap Meet @ Comets Field $10 entry fee includes lunch 
25-26 IMAC Flying Competition @ Condor Field …..www.mini-iac.com 

25-26 L A Jets – Valley Flyers 
28 Night Fly & Club Meeting – Valley Flyers 

 
 
 

For more dates 
Please check the web site for updates 

www.cicondors.com 
 

 


